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time when they were wrought; but they are not so at
this day. Only a few of them fulfil this purpose
now ; and the rest are sustained and authenticated by
these few.1 The many never have been evidence ex-
cept to those who saw them, and have but held the
place of doctrine ever since ; like the truths revealed
to us about the unseen world, which are matters of
faith, not means of conviction. They have no exist-
ence, as it were, out of the record in which they are
found ; they are not found as facts in the world, in-
fluencing its course, and proving their reality by their
power, but as sacred truths taught us by inspiration.
Such are the greater number of our Lord's miracles
viewed individually; we believe His restoration of the
widow's son, or His changing water into wine, as we
believe His transfiguration, on the word of His Evan-
gelists. We believe the miracles of Elisha, because
our Lord has Himself recognised the book containing
the record of them. The great arguments by which
unbelievers are silenced do not reach as far as these
particular instances. As was just now noticed, one
of the most cogent proofs of the miracles of Christ
and His Apostles is drawn from their effects ; it being
inconceivable that a rival power to Caesar, should have
started out of so obscure and ignorant a spot as Gali-
lee, and have prevailed,. without some such extraor-
dinary aud divine gifts: yet this argument, it will be
1 Vid. supr* Essay i. pp. 9, 55, 91, 92 ; also pp, 187, 207.